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purer Protestant doctrines with great caution, if not
tardily. At least we have it on record, that when in 1526
a commission, headed by Sir Thomas More in person,
proceeded to make a domiciliary search of the Steel-
yard for writings of Luther, nothing was found but
Old and New Testaments and German prayer books,
while the whole body, both young and old, swore at
St. Paul's Cross that there was not a heretic among
them. Soon afterwards the Reformation was firmly
established in England, as it already was in most of
the cities belonging to the League, and from that
time forward the Steelyard associates attended the
English. Protestant service in All Hallows Church.

Such were the life, the habits, and the nature, of the
German community that made its English centre in
the Steelyard, and which, so long as it was in harmony
with the times, conferred many advantages not only
upon themselves, but upon the people among whom
they dwelt. For in thrifty activity the English in
those days could not be compared with the Han-
seatics, while in point of wealth no one could compete
with these Germans, excepting only the Italian money-
changers of Lombard Street, then, as still, a favourite
locality of banking houses. But the Italians were
exclusively occupied with financial transactions, while
the Germans devoted themselves exclusively to mer-
cantile affairs.